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nand, one of the Infantes de la Cerda, opposed both rebel and
regent. The Hermandad alone preserved a semblance of order.
Alfonso at length attained his majority at fourteeen years of
age, and he determined to reign and rule alone. Don John
the One-eyed was assassinated in the king's palace, and Don
John Manuel was only preserved from a similar fate by retire-
ment to the hospitable court of Muley Ismail, the Moslem King
of Granada. Yet not even then was there peace in Castile.

Nor is there much in what may be called the political side
of the long reign of the eleventh Alfonso that is of special
interest to posterity, within or without the Peninsula. It is at
least creditable to Alfonso as a ruler that, succeeding as he did
to the throne, in times exceedingly turbulent even for Castile,
he skilfully availed himself of the assistance of the various
factions to subdue one by one the leading disturbers of the peace
of the kingdom. Surnamed as he was el Jiisticiero, or the doer
of justice, the king was not, perhaps, very much juster than his
neighbours, but he undoubtedly bore not the sword in vain, and
rebels and enemies were at least satisfactorily executed, whatever
may have been the imperfections of their trial.

In spite of many shortcomings, in spite of much tyranny on
the part of the king, and much turbulence on the part of the
nobles, the development of free institutions was in theory very
great in the reign of Alfonso, and even in practice it was not
inconsiderable. The Cortes was summoned not only with regu-
larity, but with increasing pomp and ceremony. The great code
of Alfonso X. was promulgated by the Ordenamiento de Alcala;
and the mere adoption by the king of the surname of the Jus-
ticiero,1 instead of that of the Batallador^ or the Bravo, is in
itself a sign of the times. As a general Alfonso was no less
vigorous than as a judge ; and at the great battle of Salado, near
Tarifa, in October, 1340, two hundred thousand Moslems of
Granada are said to have been put to the sword with a loss of
but twenty Christian soldiers ! By what accident this unhappy
score of Castilian worthies met their death, we are not told;
but that the Moslems were defeated is at least certain.

Four years later the neighbouring town of Algeciras was
taken by Alfonso, after a vigorous siege of twenty months, in
which knights and lords from almost every part of Europe were
found among the Christian armies.2 The order for an attack

1 Alfonso's most celebrated collection of special laws was known as the Becerro
de las Behetrias, or parchment register ot tenures.    See post, chap, xxxiii.

2 Chaucer's perfect knight had been at the siege of Algesir.   See Canterbury
Tales, Prologue, ver. 57.